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WELCOME

WELCOME TO THE THIRD ONLINE ONLY EDITION OF OUR MAGAZINE, 00 LIFE!

This year is set to be A BIG ONE with some
exciting new arrivals and preparations
for changes at Colchester Zool

This Easter, our charity, Action for the Wild, will be changing
its namea to Colchester Zoological Saciety and will toke over
the running of the Zoo os a charitable trust on st Jonuary
2025, Whilst this traonsition happens behind the scenes,

you may start to notice some smoll changes around

the park, including a new logo that will come into full

effect in 2025. You con find out mere about this important

change and why it's happening on page &.

You may hove hove algo noticed some BIG new arrivals
lecated at whot used to be our Wild Displays lown.

The area has been transformed into a wondrous walkwiay
filled with prehistoric creatures of the past.

Owur BRAMD-MEW Dinosaur Realm offers the perfect chonce
to get closer thon ever to the creaturss thot once walked
this earth. Find out mare on 34. PLUS, our new
Cretoceous Crew are to meat you over the year!

Az well as exciting new developments toking place

at the Zoo, we oleo have a jom-packed events calendar
theat will showcose the important work to which Colchester
Zoo contributes, to help protect and preserve wildlife

and wild places for future generations.

We storted the year on a high with our first birth of 2024,
with fernale Philippine spotted deer, Autumn, giving birth
to o healthy moke calf called Flynn in anwary. You can find
out more agbout all of our new amrivals on our wabsite

or via our social media channels

Join us during May Half Term oz we celebrate with "Love
your Zoo' week that sees the return of our ever-popubar
Exploratorium, as well as a summer filled with entertainment
and activities to beat the boredom. You can see our full
calendar of events starting on page 32.

With o Z00 PASS you recelive unbelievable volue for money
with o much geing on that you can join in with!

Wiy not sign up to our newsletter to receive the latest offers
straight to your inbox 50 you never miss out!

We would like to thank you for your continued
support and hope that you will join us throughout
2024 as we share the journey of becoming
Colchester Zoological Society, ready to kick start
2025 as a charitable trust!

FROM COLCHESTER 700 MANAGEMENT

d » waww colchasterzoc.ong

Rex and tha mest of The Cretocecus Cres join us this Egshar.

F -

Our first ness ool in 2024, Fiynin, the Philippine spotted disar colf.
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CARING

wned Zoo with a charitable armn,
Wild, since 2004, which has provided
F d funds to conservation projects
round the world, including our nature reserve

) South Africa, UmPhafa.

You con read more about UmPhafa later

on in this issue.

Each and every visit made to Colchester Zoo
has conftributed to not only the continuous
development of the Zoo, but to vital conservation

2l you have made a purchase of admission
/  tickets, adoptions, experiences, annual passes

" or by donating through our website, without your
port, we wouldn't be able to help protect

Idlife and wild places _but we want to do more!
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COLCHESTE

FOR WILDLIF

WHY 15 IT CHANGINGT
Colchester Zoo is currently priv
to Colchester Zoological Sociat
we are securing the fubura of th
by future generations, This chao
Colchestar Zo0 remains a key c
in Colchester, but in the Uk, anc
and preserve wildlife and wild |
at its haart.

WHAT WILL CHAMNGE?

Although it seems a huge char
difference during your day to d
be the sarme as you know it tod
development as we work towas
The big chonge is behind the s
aa a charitoble trust, buk you
within the park as we get close
We will alzo be lounching a bra
watch this space!

ARE YOU RE-BRAMDINGT
We are excited for the future ar
design and marketing team ha
nizable Colchester foo o
the upcoming change to Colct
This will grodually be intreduce
charity to take over the running
2028 The logo is not vasthy diffe
Colchester Zoo bronding becos
our charitabde army, Action for t
Colchester foo to fulfii the Loot
oz Colchester Zoological Socie!

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO ACTIOMN
Action for the Wild will tronsitio
Colchester Zoological Socisty, i
and will take over the running c

trust on lst Jonuary 2025, Your |
and donations will continue to |
projects worldwide during this

WHAT WILL HAPPEN TO UMPHAI
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nge will ensure that included with your Zoo P
lestination, not only events, discounts in our o ol
| will continue to protect Shop, along with FREE entry to
sloces with conservation ] Sy
OUR FUTURE VISION AS A CHARITABLE R .
Mot only hove we relensed the rﬂﬁﬁ@n'
Colchester Zoological Society, but we |
ge, You won't notice a vast hrﬂr&fdumﬂfﬂnlﬂh&ﬂiﬂriﬂﬂﬁhﬁﬂnﬂmt =%
ay visits. The Zoo itself will of the sita. Abiggaralt&nuynul;nﬁﬂ@:!bﬂ‘hﬁph
ay, albeit with continuowus anirrals, but will allow uz to expand on our high st
ds our future vision. of wealfare and provide big habitats for a ran ::uf (=8 F
zanes in setting up the Zoo The visual drowing below you a toste of what the future ; ;
ay notice subtle changes hiolds for Colchester Zoo — CLICK HERE to view in more detail. ¥
r to becoming a charity. &

nd-new website in May -

d in readinass, our in-house
ve developed the current
go to incorporate

ester Zoological Sociaty.

d over 2024, ready for the

| of the Zoo as of 1st Januwary
srent from the currant

ize it represents

18 Wild, uniting with

: rission for the future

Y.

FOR THE WILDY

1into the charitable trust,

n Spring 2024,

f the Zoo as o charitaoble

support through visits - S

nelp support conservation

ime! Work has olready storted on the first phase of development
towords the luture vision, Walch this space for moare

informiation coming this year
:irmh the Repubiic of South
jon Trust. This

trustwill 2 We hope that you will join us on this EXCITING JOURNEY,
: udes 4 helping us te protect wildlife and wild ploces across the globel
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' 1983 JANUARY
Frank and Helena Farmar
buy Stanway Hall

whilst exploning Harth
Eszay, Helena happened

achogs a “lor sale” sign

TRET MAY
First animals arrive

Ty i called Rajakh

T ard Qs arrivad
1 from Sauthpart 2o,
.
»
' i
3 =
. 1 i 1983 JUME
i Stanway Hall Zoo Park

apEns

An estirated 12,000
peopke visited on the
first bwio caiy's,

B « www.colchasterzoc.org

jE:Lik: ]
A nEW R

Tha Zoo changed its name
frorm Starmsdy Hall Zoa Park
o Calchasber 2o0.

a3
Daminique and Angsla
Tropeans take over

Whean tha Trnpannns
Eaughit the Zoo, thers wens
afgghi full=tirme kaepers,
a4, FH'.‘I"“I'JI'I"IE alfice workear,
a gﬂrﬂ!ﬁtﬁ' e s
PRS0 On (g [ghiata gt S
T nurmibar of visitars
averaged 100,000

[T Yaar.

1882

Hew Chimpanzes
Habitat opens
This area marked

at the Zoo. Using

betber visiility.

a chamge in hobitot dasign

I give the chimpanzess
rvore space and visitors

"

1a4a8
Elephant Kingdom opens

EG‘JEHI"IQ an aréa of owes
B,200rmy, this was the

lesrggest buiding praject
i the Zoo's history.

20
Kingdam af the Wild
building apens

Tha miked Alrlcon paddock

opened, housing giratte,

wihila rhina, pabra, ostrich,

o Bud

2002
Firet elephant .
named Kita

Ko wias the fre
bom 4t the Zoo
firat thraugh arl
Insarnination in

Flaya Patagonia op

Harma b P-ut-ugnnrcr
eq lions and the UK
first stralght Underw

wiewing tunnel at a |
24m long!

2004
Action for the Wild
achisves: charitable

Colehasiar Z2oo's charl
arm that pravides bot
financiol and technice
assistance for Comsarn
work im the UE and g|€l
Sinee 2004, the charit
donated over £4.2 il
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2008
Umphiata Private Moatures
- e bbb Cur G0th Birthday
in Sauth Afriea ge:l! I AE e Zoo turned 60,
mpanoes enclosure wi cabebrated with
t elephant Coipering ouer 0000, gets an upgrade a host of special events
Sl tha The rnission of the reserve throughout 2023,
el '|= to create d "-B'f?'"ﬂ““ alengside the chimpanzas Currantly, the Zoo
e L Lkure whikst mointaining hbitat redeveloprment, walearnas 1 milian wishors
sociol responsibiity and thie sbendar-snouted anmually, i home to over
ERrrting conserotion etacadile habitat alse 165 spacies of animals,
and ermironmental undenwant rdjor part of 67 bresding and
regenerdtion. fedavaloprmants, conservation programnmes,
providing both species and supparts 1 wosdwide
] with a more cormplex conservation projacts, H
Brvironrsent. Wit FRore on tha way. N .
i - f
£ L
J N eF
1 i
008
2018 2026
;:L’:;:;‘::"m::“ Endangered tiger Calchester Zoolagical
B and eritically endangersd Society
leopard cubs born ]

The Zoo began bresding
this locally endangered
moth o release in reserves
along the Essex coast

Thi= reintroduction
programirme heas bed

The Zoa's first Arur tger
and Arrwar iﬂﬁpﬂrd =]
ware Bam in !Up-pﬂlt

e intesmatianal
corsaryation affarts,

b * g

Becorming a charitable
briist allows Us to hurthar
OUF COmsaryvalion work .
are sasiane e Pubure .
al the Zoa's vision.

te the wild pepulation

iy H now coloniging new sites
an thedr oven and was

i shoartlisted for the BLAZA

| Great Britieh wildlife

u o1 Restoration awardl

1]

Bears of the Rising
Sun opens

Thiz halbitat B horme

- _ to Jo-do.and Stey Yo,
telsben :muum.'am.-l » :?m“:;amu?rnzmr
: act I'" and 2008 as cubss.
Jo=Ja wae rescued from
sy VHIE Wi L a bar at the age al & months

old and Srey Ya was 300g

CoLCHESTER

IoolLOGICAL i
" SOQCIETY

2030
Twao white rhinos barn

The zoo welcorned our 5th
and &b white rhina calees.
T Mirst G wee had Dwe

www.colchasterzoo.ong «
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| EARBEHER EHARHH

hy job is to look aftar all of the baautiful trees
and gardens around the oo,

Along with my teom of gardeners, | also maonoge
the Zoo's Moture Area for the benefit of local
wildlife too

Wy favourite part of the job is thot every day
is differentl It waries from watering plants

in Chimpanzee Lookout to helping move

20 tonnes of soll, to planning the different
plants to put ina new habitot!

HFTI!E HEH'ER GLEN

Looking after reptiles is very different to caring
for the mommeals in the Zoo!

Eoch reptile®as its own special requirements
for temperature and light, which invalves

a lot of environmentol porometer checking,
gsuch as heating, lighting and humidity.

The best bit about my job is designing
and furmizhing habitots, whather it be

a large ogquarium to furnish with rock work
or a small dart frog vivarium to plont out.
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Meet some of the ZOOPER HEROES of Colchester Zoo! As we start to
celebrate the exciting transition into Colchester Zoological Society,
we thought it would be the perfect time to share some of our very
own Zooper Heroes that make Colchester Zoo what it is today.

Mot only do our consarvation warriors help to provide care for our animals, but they also sit
on varicus committees that range from breeding programmes through to education
and research, to help towards protecting and preserving wildhife and wild places.

" EDUCATOR JEMMA

~ZOOLOGITAL DIRELTOR REBELLA

I coordinote consarsation projects and the
Animal Care Team - one minute, | can be talking
to colleogues in other conservation organisationa
about projects in the wild and then helping the
Animal Care Tear to producs protocols the nest

My favourite part of the job is the variety.

From ottending the Houses of Porfioment for a notive &
species conservation award ceremony and visifing.
Eonuth Africa to see the latest work on the UmPhafo
Noture Resarve, to working with the Anirmal Care

Team ot the Zoo to ansure the smooth

running of the Anfmal Deparimmeant,

ond so-much more in betweaen!

g =

o~

WHAT & STAR! i

We are excited to announce thot Rebecoo was
nominated ond ochieved RUNMER UP for the BLIAZA
Woman of the Year 2024. [
The nommination wos for oversaeing the anirmal f
departnnent and representing the Zoo on a notional

and internotional level, having been atthe Zoo

Educating visitors about animails
and conservation is greati

I kove to share the mony ways we can all helpsave
animols. Another huge part of my job is researchil
| train the Animal Care Team on how to record
doto about onémoks, and alzo write and share

our findings to improve how we care for onimals,

Wy fovourite part of job ks using sclence

to imformn owr an g team so that we are
taking occount of natifal behoviour and biology
when designing habitats, eorichment and dists:
This is how we ensura wearacaring for our V.
animaols to the highest possible standard!

W i various positions since 2004! ,
. q Lisy
ar
f LA il
_ ih‘l‘éﬂﬁw 1 |

BIAZA
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VITAL Research

Research Coordinator, Jemma, has been \
on involving the animal care team in rese:
both engaging team members in researc]
and supporting the individual keepers in I
own research projects.

Ezepers collect dota on animals throughout their dalky routines
animals are healthy bo recarding changes in thelr behaviour. 5o
such as fooMonitor, which woa developed by staff of Lincaln Po
to record animal behaviour, visualise the results and share dc
to use this to eollect information an animal behoviour, such as
certoin behaviours and which other animols they Interock with £

Colchester Zoo is also working on increasing research proj

the wisitor experience at the 2oo. We hove alreody completed &
educotion opportunities are ot ow hyenao habltot, such as the
hove been in challenging negative perceptions of the species. |
view our amphibian exhibits and what we can do to engoge t

This is a relatively new area of zoo research, but is |

12 « www colchesterzoo.org
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Wa have had a number of research

; students join us at the Zoo to complete
arch projects, a resﬂnrc:]h project as part of their !:J'I.i'u"ﬂlsit'p'
1 student pru]acts degres. These students ofier o voluoble
;r_]ding their —— o spportunity to leam more-about the animals
wa cara for hare ot the Zoo by analysing
their behaviour in detail and how this might
change under different conditions.

vorking

With the launch of our annual Research
Prasantation Day, first taking ploce in May
2023, students have been able to share
their findings with Zoo stoff. Keepers also
attended a research ideas workshop

to identity topics for investigation which
would help them provide the best standard
of care for the animais

from visually chacking

ftware programmes,

k Zoo, allow research stoff ond kespers

ta. Kespers around the Zoo are being troined

hovw they use their habltat, when they perform

o thot we can feed this bock inte our animal care.

in social science so that we con better understand

wne research projects investigating how effective
e of signoge and ksepsar talks,

e would aleo liks to leam about how visitors

& public inour conservation massaging.

ivotal in our conservation work.

Recant research projects inciuded African elaphants,
spottad hyenas and polson dart frogs.

www.colchesterzoo.org « 13



15 YEARS
OF BREEDING
AND RELEASE:

Colchester Zoo's Contribution
to Conservation Success
of the Fisher's Estuarine Moth

Thie Fishar's estuarine moth

{(Gortyna borelii) is o British species

of high conservation priority, listed on the
Red Dota Book as a Protected Specias.
Thie moth is restrictad to a amall area

of seawalls and coostol grassiand

in nortih-east Essex and north Kent.

Thizs moth iz complately reliant on hog's
fennel (Peucedanum palustrs) as its sole
karval food plant; o plant spacies which

is also threatened. The limited distribution
of the hog's fennel results in localised
European distribution of the moth,

and suitablke habitot for the plont

ig dwindling, due to rising sea levels
along the coastline, mowing of the

plant ond trampling by dog walkers.

In 2006, a project was set up to plont
up a sustainoble londscope-scale
network of hog's fennel sites. Funding
hos been 5 available through Higher
la'mls-tauurgik Ipﬂn-hsn‘mtfn ancourage
farmers downers to create areas
~ of habitat for the moth on their land.
The creation of fiobitathas, todate, 0.~
. Involved planting tho of hog's - -
« Jfennel plants, such ot over 3)sites 0
are nowin existence glong the Essex - ¢
constline. Wl o, i

i g

andWrittle Co ok
breading programime for thea Fisher's
estuarine moth at Colchester Zoo,
to enable the species to be established
ot the newly-created sites of hog's fennel,
without necessitating the translocation
from naturally cccurring sites where

populations are relatively amall
and vulnerabbs.
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Colchester Zoo has always cored passionately obout the world's threotened
species, and created its charity Action for the Wild (AFTW) to assist projects worldwide.

It provides both finonciol ond technical agssistonce, and aims
to roise awareness among local people in community consenvation

programmes, o well os supporting conservation research. ACTION FOR ‘I':I-IE'WIIDH"-
Since 2004, when AFTW ochieved charitable status, over £4.2 million has been CHANGES NAME
donated to a broad spectrum of conservation projects workdwide, and encompasses TO COLCHESTER

a wide range of species from orangutans to vultures, hornbills to Komodo dragons Z0OOLOGICAL SOCIETY

and elephants to moths. '|.‘ INSPRING 20241

AFTW will gradually unite with Colchestar Zoo to fulfil the Zoo's mission for the future,
and take over the unning of the Zoo as Colchester Zoological Society in 2025,

t Ill:ihm H—gt A BRMZHT FUTURE
lsoatisn ot Colchasiar 200 The h‘l-ldhj programme in January 20624, o steering committes
and o hog's fanned plant ond with ottendees from Matural England,
gross spacies wers piocad in was designed to provide Essex Wildiife Trust, Essex Biodiversity
e sy mecquirements. o readily available wupply Project, Environment Agency and
Butterfly Conservation waos held
errn\rmmqmlw of moths that will ensure the at Colchester Zoo. Due to the population
=1y ] QOOFGe gQrosEo <
.p.d...:“'u, as I_E. ilslmllj of the programime expansion and colonisation of sites,
cot-grass, the larvoe it was felt that the zoo caplive breeding
hatch in late spring. - for the hhrhl‘l’l'l. slement of the programme should now
wihan tha caterpiiors pause. This doss not rmean it will stop
hatch aach April. thay o parmanently, but rather pausa, whilst
ity placed oato new sites are considerad for planting,
sty kbl S e SHARING OUR SUCCESS which will need populating with moths
uuﬁqﬁh::: SuFTETIRT Enl:;miﬁhmrghllwmd owr in thie future.
P 00 n to moth conservation over
¥oung larvoe feed in the the years, in particular presenting the The foo team will therefore continue
stama of hog's fennel, latar programme to King Chorles on his visit to maointain the off-show area and grow
ke, it A T to Colchester in March 2023, on plants for future use once additional
i it 4 neny sites are created and will also
hhlmﬂﬂ“r- Ak the end of 2023, it wos an honour continue to conduct monitoring surveys
to get shortlisted for the British and of larval feeding and odult moth
The adukt moths smarge Irish Association of Zoos and Aquaria sightings at warious locations.
i Septembar and Colchastar — (mix74) Great British Wildlife Restoration,
unralated pairs are mised for alongside 21 other notive species This progromimie ks o great achievement
mm-ﬂmm projects, ond to ottend the oward for all invohved ot Colchester Zog,
thher: umandd for Oen ing ceremony on the 16th Janwary 2024, none more so than our Reptile Section
. mﬂﬂ m,:'“ hosted by House of Commons speaker, E:::Ia- Team wihio hove checked the

odditional are released Sir Lind=ay Hoyle, in the Speukar Houss &3 for eme moths
ated sites. i'lthEl-HlFllﬂﬂ'Hﬁf C every nt I:m:.ql-rttl-mnz:l E[:J

P Ve mdc:ntuh-m furﬁ-glmtmwl
3 ":n--:* o) e

ol

L]

..‘1..-

I::IDB, uqum]umu I:l'll:rﬂtﬁ':"l‘ﬂ in Pmtﬂ'ﬂﬁ"ﬂ :
naturally £y math axpansion. and restoring UK wildlife through fisld
conservation work, habitat restoration
and educotion.
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Throughout 2024
the charity will be

providing ald to support

!-.r-l!:"' 1 |.".J= -\._-_..-_-\.'I.- r_-:' Heas — L0 i

drfiazing animal WD PMATL t“umrmm? GAWiElk |-'E-_||.II_.II.IIII- L LDt

LN 4 P bammoctotic kepublic of Cango The .

ohsenvalion. projects; s Purpsse of this teom This Figh

mgagitonin by e il aeip L mcmdﬂdiwm cake of speciolised volurtear divers and highl
Prirmoibas ! R, L 19 bo rafmye, whive possible, prirmarily
15 caire for and e lethal eneanglernant hauords Colchest
arphaned primdbes- to maring life and scubg divare O COnSEn
£4, 058,50 fram the marine envimnmaent. m

k-

GALAFB0S CONSLE

South Amesiog VAN Teus)

outhorities, lﬂﬂ:m:nn.;ur *
of the

Species, pollution, climate changs

and cvarfishing.

EXLGe

16 « www.colchesterzoo.ong

ACTioN fOR'T

Pledged Project

l"... .'

it T

LIAT OEFAANALL FROULCH

The aphanags strives o rascus,
rahabiitabs ond relaass
Elephants badk into tha wild.

LBAFILATY e EisiEy
:jml:rﬁmm South Mrico
Thraugh rehabifttion, research Action for the Wild's awn
and education, and o coptive resen's i Kwolulu-Nota
breading prograrnime, YUl South africa, wo b0
Al e s Alricars wild the natural habites, florg
uitune population. :_';“‘Upﬁputliw:q{uﬁ
£4 58433 ;

E48 000
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ZO0 LIFE
SPRING 2024
CONSERVATION

SPECIES!
FIRRIVFIL

Reud about the latest

amazing animal spegies
to arrive on the Ui s

ﬂ*;,_.;;, / fliu'l
3 1-:-;.-' -

= 1:"\'_ 'Ff"'ﬂ"' l"“wﬂ’
UMPHARA [5 A E,|::||::.||._|—HE|...AE‘“‘ g A
ESERVE IN KwAzu-NaTeL \ N
SOUTH AFRICA, ESTABLISHED BY

COLCHESTER 700 AND ITS CHARITY

ACTION FOR THE WILD, AFTER BUYING

THE LAND N 2003 10 REHABILITATE

AND RECREATE HISTORIC AL

_HHIHM POPULATIONS.

= " LAND MAMAGEMENT MASTERS

“Butfalo are important for the ecosystem £ k‘ g
and play an imgactont roks in land 4 [ )h.‘
management. Due to their large size and A

weight, they break up the soil, stimulating
the recycling of nutriéhts back into the
ground. They can also digest long fibrous
grasses and often clean up old grazing
ioreas to open the way for new growth.




Z0O0 LIFE
SPRING 2024
CONSERVATION

On a misty moming on 2nd November 2023, the African
buifolo arrived ond were offioo — running as fosk
s they could once they wers releasad, they soon
disappearad into the bush and we hove only hod
giimpses of them since

Saverol years ago, UmPhofo decided to opply

for a perrnit to have one of Africa’s big S animolks
introduced to the Reserve; the Africon buffolo
(Syncerus caffer). It took 2 years for the permit process,
which included collecting neighbouwrhood agreements
for the introduction of this species and checking fences
to enswre the wera adeqguate for holding the animals,
o= well os site visits by the vet and then the final
‘shopping' for some dissase-fres buffalo.

Cnce the buffako were chosen, they wers kept in a 'boma’
{large outdoor holding area) for severol weeks whilst the
vt tested tham for various diseases. Once thay possad,
they could than be browght to UmPhofa

The movement of buifalo iz strictly controlled

in South africa and a vet hae to be present on their
departure from the selier and on the animal's arival

to the Resarve where special numbered togs are
remmoved from the troneport truck to prove the

buffalo were not tamperad with on their journey to thelr
risw Rorme,

in total, 4 bulls — one being o dominont - and 12
fermales were introduced onto the Reserve.

n ik,
-_ tf. h:

il LN

BUFFALO UPDATE
Cwear the Christrnos pericd the buffalo hove storted
to sattle; with 8 of the famales and 4 males joining

up and seen daily on the top of our ithoka hill whers

the grass is lush and juicy and wallowing
in the local dams.

in March, the field rangers identified 12 odults
and & babies, spotted from a drone flight.

forward to
htings of these
nr:llumnl they roam thro
the African bush and

the freadom on the Resarve!



With food waste and making tl'#lno
of our outdoor spaces hot on I.'ha'ng

we give some top tips for helping
wildlife closer in the garden.

LETTUCE COMPOST TODETHER!

Did you kmow_. Somposting your garden waste

i an excedlent wapito not only recycle some of your
old pesfings, butcgmhelp towarde creating healkthy
sl for planting!

Cempost heaps also hEl.Ig_lt-::n provide a greot home
for o range of critters such as slowwornns,

Elugs and bestles. Whethenyou're o budding

gardener looking for new T to moke the most
ofyour garden or simply reducing woste and recycling,
compasting couwldn't be easierd

HEDGEHCG HEAVEN

With the arrival of the
warmer weather, you rnay
riotice the arrival of a new
guest in your garden!

Haﬂgahngﬁ will ‘hE_gh'l

to emerge after their long
hibernation arcund March

to May in search of food and woter.

Did you Enow, you can create a feeding station
for any visiting hedgehog by using an old plastic
containar upside down with woodpiles inside.

HOMES FOR BUGS

Give a bug a home this spring with an insect
hatel! Pick up one from your locol gordening
centre or why not get crafty by creoting your
own from wood ond cardboord tubes!

Once you've chosen your ideal spot next

to o water source in the garden, sit back and
watch as different creatures enjoy your handy
work! Don't forget to fill your bug houses with
notural materials such as pinecones, bark,
straw, decompaosing leaves, or twigs

to encourage wildiife.

GO MET FREE
Spring Is the ideal time for sowing your
vegetnble eseds and vibrant plants!

Maony avid gardeners choose to cover their crops
ond ponds by garden netting and whilst
this helps to your greenery, many birds
ond other wildiife con become tangled within
the netting ond leod to death.

Wiy not switch
n;tirrng to soft Iggh.l::
ibogs this
spring and help
your local wildiife.
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ANiMAL ADOPTION

for an animal Ip




Apout me: Both rmales and fernales
in my pack look very sinnikor,
but males are genarally larger,

reaching 6Scm in [E-
and weighing up to 80kg.

m a social animeal, living in pocks

of five to twebve individuols,

with a highly orgonised social
structure and a strict hisnarchy.

The leoaders of my pock are the alpho
rnabs and female, and the other
members are offspring from previous
years. Hisrarchy is maintoined
throwgh our body postures,

As o pack; we fiercely defend our
territory of several hundred square
kilometres by scant marking the
boundory and howling.

Did you kmow? The alpha maole

and fermnala are the only anirmals
who breed, and are constantly tested
by the subordinots animals.

Mj nawme: Eurasian Greg Wolf

Scientific nawe: Canis lupus lupus




- o1 - -i"? o 4
Wy nawe: (1oeldis Monkey

Sciewtific nawe: Caflimico goeldii -

F o

Aboutme: I'm o emall prinnate with
dark fur ond bright orange eyes.

1 am from the upper Amozon basin
in South America and known

as the only South Americon prirmate
to eat mushrooms, relying haavily
on them in the dry season when
fruit is scarce.

Did you know? This species is good
at climbing and haos been reported
to leop distonceas of 4m horizontalhy
without losing height!




- Y About mec I'm the world's largest
"u";- land-living lizord and con reach
lengthe of 275 metres or 8 feet.

I'rma member of the monitor kzand
farnihy, with adults varying in colous
¥ ' from dark red through to greyiblack.

. Iuse my long tongue and keen sense

L ulameﬂmﬁndnwfﬂndunddﬂ'lmh
¥ I mainly scovenge, | will Runt ani

!, such os pigs and woter bufialo, using

e rrvy sarrated testh toinjure my prey.

HT Wy routh is also full of deadly

' bocteria, which lecds to my prey

dying of blood poésoning

ane of two doys later

Did you know? Hhove a show
metabolizm and can surdive
on anky 12 meals ina yearl

Find out mons about how
1am fed at the o0 HERE!

YEAR OF THE

DRAGON

As the Lunar calendar resets and this year
celebrates the Chinese Dragon, we share
Our very own amazing reptiles with

a Komodo Dragon Feeding Session!

24. = -
7T e
o _— ; " T e
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AKE UNFORGETTABLE MEMORIES WITH AN

ANIMAL EXPERIENCE

We have a number of unique opportunities

to see our animals up close and learn more about
thern from our Animal Care Team with an

ANIMAL EXPERIENCE al Colchaster Zoo.

- 4

3

Get closer to a gentle giant and have the chance
to hand feed our towering giraffes! For just £20.00
upto b peop n participate in this

X G EXPERIENCE.

 Click HERE to find
“out more and purchase
your experience

£l Jo]=[s] J*

iy
=T :
- = b Ll
*Tarms and conditions opply o ollonlmal ssparances. - = * o ol
The: £20.00 caovers 1 group of up o5 p rotfier than o : ‘\' "
an individual Flesse chack thio woebsibe for tha tell desaills, ‘i b .I"ﬂ

B |

-



ZOO LIFE
SPRING 2024
SHOPPING

Visit our Qutpost Gift Shop,
located in the main entrance
for a great range of homeware,
soft toys, books, souvenirs

and much more!

¥ou can visit The Outpost Gift Shop
without having to enter the Zoo.

Plus, enjoy FREE parking - perfect for
picking up a last minute gift for that
someone special!

Our range of EDGE SCULPTURES iz a collection
of contemporary designs thot are originally
creatad from chay, then hand cost

and individually hand painted,

bringing the finished sculphures to life.

Check out the collection, including the
giraffe colf and rhino calf from the NEW BORN
TO BE WILD SERIES on your next wisit.

EE . wlﬂr:nl:m"Erlmmg FLEAST ROTE: Al Bafns and dubjsst by ovalobilly o sy be rerfesd Bom sole ol osy v sithoul notise.



Z0O LIFE
SPRING 2024
SHOPPING

PERFECT PINS

Keep an eye out for our lotsst PRE-HISTORIC
and Z00PER odditione to our PIN BADGES.

These new designs howve just arived so pick one
up before they get snopped up!

POP - PINKENgP=———=

Add o burst of colour to your outfit

with our lotest range of ALICE WHEELER
ACCESSORIES, including this beautiful
pink purse and shoulder bag.

With their interchangeable straps ond - -
cute bes motif, owaibable in o selection -
of bright shades, these boge are both
practical and pretty, o miust for any
fashion-conscious shopper!

Wi COlEhestarsoo.ng = 2/



Z00 LIFE
SPRING 2024
GIFT CARDS ‘

e

UNLIMITED ENTRY FOR A WHOLE YEAR WITH A G

100 PASS. |

PLUS many mere BENEFITS, including: - J

10% DISCOUNT in our Gift Shop and Food Outlets]

Excjudes mwvesls ond selectis e

L e RS
FREE ENTRY to 8 other major zoosl

= WifiT GUEST (ERVICES TODAY

3 "mn UPGRADE your ADMisfioN TICEET
TOo A Zoo pPASS!

#7316 C3 appdy to oll Too Pocs Benetrs - poms presE
¥ based on curment MARCH T34 rame. - i -~




ZOO'LIFE
SPRING 2024
200 PASS

*pdiriirmim ot of £00
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~ WHAT'S ON
. See all the exciting
" events we have

in store for all the
fumily_"in 2024...

vy .
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EPFECIHE DM THE
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SPRING 202
CALENDAR

NOW OPEN!

Journey around our BRAND=-MNEW
prehistoric experience ond
discover these amazing species
fromn the past in the presant.

. e o, gy

www.colchesterzoo.ong = 31







Z0O LIFE
SPRING 2024
CALENDAR

A Tm@ﬂfa

BTROGUCING COLCHESTER 2OCLOBECAL SOCETY

ELEPHANMNT AND RHINO WEEKEMND
2] Septermber & 22 September 2024
Ded you know_ Afrfcan elephants are either keft or right fuskedis

Once the Zoo iz closed, we will
welcome you through our doors

leb ; 45 it oh with refreshments and o small towr
Iz e i & oS s L
Celebrote gur Afmcon elephants and Southem white rhinos with an experienced Zoo host,

with a range of fun octivities suitable for the whole familyl £ 75 before hearing about the Zoo's
. : - Iyl work and aima for the futura!
Fired out howwild rhinos live in our reserve inSowth Africo 9
ond how wWe are supporting conservation afforts to save

i these amazing mammals 1 b

Choose from 4 exclusive
evenings with a limited number

s Ln--'l
i Y L of tickets available.
- [ §¢ 1 &<
Tickets MUST be pre-booked,
chester Zoo on one of our ANIMAL DAYS!
Limited spoces available,
! [ I, T - (= pre-book online HERE

ZOOKEEPER WEEKEND
BOictober&s Qctober 2024

Learn just what it tokes to core for some of the most
gndangered speciss arcund the world with our
Zookeeper Weekend,

=]

¥ou can try some of the tasks they do every day,

frepnanalysing peo to preparing Ernrlv;h_l]_
ared fraining "

www.colchastarzoo.org « 33



WAKE UP WI
6 July 2024
teethe Zooimac

early from 7:30a
o numioer of spe

To angoy this emcifing o
Cokhastar oo Facs.
PLUS, thara is no nead
Join us os we caelabrate our charity,
COLCHESTER Z200LOGICAL SOCIETY
[ previoushy known os Action for the Wild),
and the vital coneemnsation work thaot
we undertake in the UK and worldwide.

SUMMER HO
: 20 July - 15e
_ From mesating mambers of our Animal Care Teamn, - h:
to learning how to be a rangsr on Umphafo ;EE w “!"':'.:
our Mature Resarve in Socuth Africa, th P Ak Hous
thera will be kots of chances B 80 lido
to find ouk about our work % F
i PLUS, enjoy more

2024 with 0 bt

-3



ifferent ight os our doors open
for 0 RARE OPPORTUNITY to enfoy
ial morning animal encounters!

ancl rore avant, pou miust hald avalid
o BUFY YOURS TODWY, 1o awold missing out!
to pra-book with your Too Pass.

IDAYS *

ptember 2024

mmer Celebrotions are set to be hot hot hok!
artoined this summer by visiting throughiout

B¢ valus for your monsy on 108
B8ing tine on our SUMMER LA

SUMMER LATE NIGHTS
10 August & ugust 2024

Experience a summer no other o= we stay open until 8.00pmi

Journey around the park and watch os ouwr animaols soak up the
summer sun. Feeling toasty yourself? Duck out of the haat and

head into one of our mamy undercover areas or pick yourset
up o cooling treat ot one of our many seasonal catering outlets!
There will be lots to ses and do os you relax into the evening.

STARLIGHT SAFARI NIGHTS
14 September & 28 Septe

Join us as we ramaln ﬂ-FI-EH unﬂﬂ
drops aond the senses: :

for the evening whil :




This Gctober halfterm, enjoy a i
with SPOOK-TACULAR daytime u::ﬂutﬁaa'-'
suitable for children of all ages.

LFtHEr onas can er_'ln s T into a scary

and w :'_lr-:l at the ¥

range of FAMG-TASTIC activities will
p the family entertained all day long!

pore informoticn COMING SOO0MN!

TRAIL o TERROR

18,19, 23, 25, 26, 2B & 30
October 2024

EXPECT THE WUMEXPECTED

The Trail of Temror begins o= soon as you step foot in the door, from rustling bushes,
to masked monsters and screaming scorers, they could get vou anytime and anywhers.

This iz o pre-bookable event with o maximum copocity each evening and all proeduced
in-house! Arrivals will be stoggered alomg the trail offering you screams of loughter
Qs you won't kmow what is lurking around the corner on The Trail of Terror!®

"HUET EL PRE-BOOOKED £
CREE AVAILABLE SO0N.

Thiz iz a zal| out event go

“‘ ot : - = : BOOK EARLYI




Immerse yourself in the WONDERFUL FESTIVE
ATMOSPHERE with festive-themed activities
for the whole famiby.

More information COMING SO0,

TRAIL OF LIGHT

30 November, . ]
4,6,7,1,13,14,18, 20, 21, 28 & 30 December 2024 ' /s A%
The Enchanted Troil of Light Is a limited ticket, pre-bookoble event. - | A ‘

Arrival time slots are stoggered offering you the chonce to leisurely
EXPERIEMNCE THE WOMNDER of the lights and mogical atmosphiers!

With o host of iBuminations along a designated route, dancing fountains 1
and foiries spreading their mogic, our light traill will leave you feeling enchanted.”

Tickets AVAILABLE SOON. Pre-booking is odvised dus
to the populararity of this SELL-0UT EVENT! MU T L PR - BO-OORLD

THE SANTA EXPERIENCE

Journey through our MAGICAL Santa Experience filled with
festive scanery and cheeky elves, where you will also have
the chance to meet Santa himasfl®

Check our social media for more information COMING SO0N!

LT HE PR -BOO0KED www.colchestarzoo.ong « 37
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